[Possibilities and results with Herceptin-Taxol combination in the treatment of breast cancer].
Taxol (paclitaxel) and Herceptin (trastuzumab) are two milestones in the treatment of metastatic breast cancer. Accordingly it was feasible to study the combination of these two highly active drugs (with different toxicity profiles and mechanisms of action) in the treatment of metastatic breast cancer. In multicentric phase III trial performed in the US the combination of Herceptin with either taxane or anthracyclin was investigated. It was established that the combination of Herceptin with Taxol treatment significantly improves the overall response rate, increases the time to progression and the overall survival. These effects are more pronounced in patients characterized with HER/2 +++ overexpression. Based on these evidences the Herceptin-Taxol combined treatment protocol was introduced in Hungary for the treatment of Stage IV breast cancer patients.